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I   THE READERS

Chinese in Focus series is primarily designed for middle and high school students in English-speaking 
countries and regions.  It is also for students in international schools in China and others who come to 
China to study Chinese.

II   THE SERIES INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING 

Level 1 Traveling in China: Student’s Book (with CD-ROM), Workbook, Teacher’s Manual, Animation, Website

Level 2 Living in China:   Student’s Book (with CD-ROM), Workbook, Teacher’s Manual, Animation, Website

Level 3 Amazing China:   Student’s Book (with CD-ROM), Workbook, Teacher’s Manual, Animation, Website 

Level 4 Today’s China:   Student’s Book (with CD-ROM), Workbook, Teacher’s Manual, Animation, Website

Each level is designed for one year’s study (about 180 periods). The four levels cover material from the 
initial level to low-intermediate level.

III   THE DISTINCTIVE FEATURES OF THE SERIES

1. Targeted and effective
 The series is primarily designed for middle and high school students in English-speaking countries and 
regions, especially in the United States. The book is based on the interests and activities of the students in 
these countries, adapted to the teaching and learning styles appropriate for this age group.

2.	 Visual,	Specific	and	Entertaining

	 —Visual	and	specific	Chinese	character	diagrams
 Diagrams are used to explain the meaning of the Chinese characters. With these diagrams, Chinese 
characters are no longer abstract and monotonous, but are visual and lively. This method is very helpful for 
beginners to learn and recall the character.

 —Illustrated scenes and dialogues
 There are many illustrations for the dialogues in the texts and exercises. These illustrations make the 
abstract	sentences	more	specific	and	visual.

 —Humorous and interesting cartoons
 All of the illustrations are designed in cartoon style. They are humorous and entertaining, motivating 
the students to learn.

 —An attractive and mythical story
 A beautiful story is woven throughout our textbook. Mixing a story with text material is a new idea and 
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a	difficult	task	but	we	feel	that	we	have	been	successful.	Students	will	enjoy	the	story	while	they	are	learning	
Chinese.

 —Whimsical cartoon animations
 At every level the textbooks are enriched by an accompanying cartoon animation. The plots of the 
animations are clever and whimsical. The animations follow the storyline of the textbooks, but they are more 
colorful,	vibrant	and	specific.	The	stories,	scenes,	characters,	dialogues	and	culture	of	the	texts	are	included	
and also expanded in these animations. While watching the humorous and entertaining animations the 
students become engaged in the story while they are learning Chinese.

3.   Imaginative and Motivating

 Chinese language is totally different from western languages. Western students think that Chinese is 
abstract,	difficult,	and	monotonous.	Our	textbook	series	aims	to	make	the	study	of	Chinese	easy,	concrete,	
and interesting. First, we introduce the pinyin and Chinese characters artistically, concisely, visually, and 
specifically.	Then,	we	use	the	same	methods	to	introduce	words,	sentences,	paragraphs,	and	chapters.	The	
students	will	find	that	 this	 textbook	makes	learning	easy,	and	that	 the	Chinese	language	is	not	difficult	 to	
learn.

4.  More convenient for the instructor

	 With	a	textbook	that	simplifies	learning	and	motivates	the	students,	the	teacher	may	feel	it	is	easy	to	teach	
as well. However, the author desires more than that. In addition to the textbooks, the series also includes 
audio CDs, workbooks, teacher’s manuals, animations, and online website support. The audio CDs save 
teachers from endless repetition while giving the students the opportunity to listen to standard Chinese as 
often as they need. The workbooks contain useful exercise materials, providing the opportunity for practice 
and re-enforcement. The teacher’s manuals are practical guides for using all the accessories that come with 
the series. They also contain related cultural notes, suggested interactive classroom activities and exams 
with answer keys. The animations stimulate discussion and enliven the classroom learning environment. 
The website is offered to the teachers for updated research and sharing of activities, as well as for online 
assistance. All the above elements of the Chinese in Focus program are designed to help organize and support 
teachers,	making	their	efforts	more	productive	and	efficient.

5.   Comprehensive and systematic

 The series provides the students with knowledge of pinyin, characters, words, grammar, communicative 
functions and Chinese culture that they will begin to grasp from the initial level and continue to build on 
throughout the series. Pinyin is presented as a tool of pronunciation; characters are presented from the simple 
to	the	complex.	Monosyllabic	words	appear	at	first,	building	up	to	bi-syllables	and	multi-syllables.	Sentences	
are presented from short to longer. Grammar is introduced step by step. Communicative functions are 
selected according to their practical uses. Students who go through all four books will progress to the low-
intermediate level of Chinese.

IV   LONG TERM WEBSITE SUPPORT
 

 www.ChineseInFocus.com	is	a	long-term	website	created	specifically	for	teaching	or	self-study	with	this	
series of textbooks. It provides not only the concepts presented in the textbooks, but also updated information 
in order to help teachers and students solve problems.
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⚫ Student’s Book: the combination of story and textbook;

⚫ Audio CDs: words, text recordings and listening comprehension exercises;

⚫ Animation: includes the storyline, texts, and cultural notes in the student’s book;

⚫ Workbook: 10~20 minute daily exercises for 180 days;

⚫ Teacher’s Manual: Cultural notes, grammatical explanations, teaching suggestions,      
                          classroom activities, exams and answer keys.

How to Use Level 1 Traveling in China (Student’s Book)

Unit Title Structure and content

Unit 1 Looking at China from the Moon 
Palace

Introduces China, the Chinese language and 
Chinese characters

Unit 2 Learning pinyin in the Moon Palace Provides the structures of pinyin in order for students 
to achieve the foundation in pronunciation

Unit 3 Studying characters at the Peach 
Blossom Village

Presents 52 Chinese characters and the basic 
knowledge of Chinese characters; reviews pinyin

Unit 4 At the Confucius Temple Each unit is divided into four lessons and each 
lesson includes:
 ⚫  Dialogue
 ⚫  Cultural note
 ⚫  Follow me to learn characters and words
 ⚫  The voice of Chang’e
 ⚫  Let’s say it
 ⚫  Read and write
 ⚫  Just for fun
 ⚫  Mark’s blog

Unit 5 In Beijing

Unit 6 In Xi’an

Unit 7 On Chang Jiang

Unit 8 In Shanghai

Unit 9 In Hong Kong

Unit 10 Back home
Is divided into four lessons and each lesson has a 
dialogue and Mark’s blog pages.  In this unit, the 
story, cultural notes, pinyin, characters, words and 
sentence patterns in the entire  book are reviewed.

2.  The layout of Traveling in China (Student’s Book)

1.  Traveling in China includes:

- v -



 In order to motivate students to learn Chinese, a beautiful story is woven throughout the textbook. When 
using this book, attention shall be paid to the story presented at the beginning of the book, the beginning 
and the end of each unit, and the dialogues in each lesson. The animation is also very helpful for students 
to comprehend the story. In addition, instructors shall apply the accompanying CD, Workbook, Teacher’s 
Manual, and the website. Suggestions to each unit are as follows.

Unit 1:  “Looking at China from the Moon Palace”— The story - Mark meets Chang’e, Wu Gang, and   
  Little Rabbit at the Moon Palace – shall be introduced, then attention shall be directed to the main  
  focus of this unit: introduction to China, Chinese language and Chinese characters.

Unit 2:  “Learning Pinyin at the Moon Palace”— The story - Mark is learning Pinyin from Chang’e at the 
  Moon Palace – shall also be clearly presented, and then Pinyin shall be introduced thoroughly;

Unit 3:  “Studying Characters at the Peach Blossom Village”— The story - Mark is learning characters  
  from Cang Jie – shall also be kept in mind when Chinese characters are introduced. We suggest  
  that you pay special attention to this unit. In this unit, you will learn the pronunciations, structures,  
  and meanings of 52 characters. Also you will build a foundation for the dialogues that begin in  
  Unit 4.

Unit 4-9:  Among these 6 units, we shall pay attention to the story — Mark, Chang’e and others are  
  visiting the Confucius Temple, Beijing, Xi’an, Changjiang River, Shanghai and Hong Kong.  
  Each unit contains 8 sections (see above) and each section shall be treated differently.

  Dialogues: Although the backgrounds are different scenes, attentions shall be paid to the daily life  
  conversations.

  Cultural notes: They are all related to the topics discussed in the dialogues and shall be directed  
  to students to read;

  Follow me to learn characters and words: Use the diagrams to learn the characters, but do not  
  emphasize the ancient characters.

  The voice of Chang’e: This is a listening activity. It includes words, phrases, sentences, and  
  listening comprehension. This should be used frequently.

  Let’s say it: Sentence patterns are listed according to their functions. This is an essential exercise.

  Read and write: This section includes reading and writing exercises that review the sentence  
  patterns and dialogues that have been learned.

  Just for fun: Communicative use of the language is emphasized through interactive exercises.

  Mark’s blog: Mark’s blog actually is the review of each unit. It also includes the story and  
  functions of each unit

Unit 10:  “Back home”—Mark leaves China and goes back to the United States. Each dialogue between   
  Mark and his friends focuses on the cultural and language lessons of the previous units. In   
	 	 this	unit,	reviews	are	connected	to	the	story	and	avoid	the	monotonous	final	review	of	traditional		
  textbooks.

3. How to use Traveling in China (Student’s Book)
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The Story of Level 1: Traveling in China

They introduce Mark to China and Chinese.  Mark is so 

interested in China, Chinese culture, and the language 

that he wants to go to China to take a look.

4

He wants to catch the signals but he is 

drawn by them and flies into the sky…

Mark (马克，Mǎ Kè) , an  Amer ican 

teenager living in Boston, Massachusetts, 

is walking in Boston Commons when he 

sees some mysterious signals falling from 

the sky.

3

1

2
He ends up on the moon. In front of 

the Moon Palace, he meets Chang’e, Wu 

Gang, and Little Rabbit—the Chinese 

mythical characters.
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The Story of Level 1: Traveling in China

Accompanied by Chang’e, Wu Gang, and Little Rabbit, Mark flies to China from the Moon 

Palace and travels through China.

5

He meets Confucius at his 

hometown…

7

He meets Cang Jie at the 

Peach Blossom Village…

6 8

And he meets other 

friends…
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从月宫看中国  

在月宫学拼音  
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        (Mǎ Kè, Mark), an American teenager living in Boston, Massachusetts, is walking in 

Boston Commons when he sees some mysterious signals falling from the sky.  They  look 

like this:                     .  He wants to catch the signals but he is drawn by them and flies into 

the sky.  Finally he ends up on the moon.  He meets          (Wú Gāng),               (Cháng’é) 

and Little Rabbit           at the Moon Palace.  What will they tell him?  Pay special attention 

to the following:

从月宫看中国  

Looking at China from the Moon Palace

• China’s location and size
• Population, main cities, mountains and rivers
• Main attractions
• Chinese language
• Chinese characters

UNIT 1



Have you ever heard of these legends?

嫦娥奔月 Cháng’é flying to the moon

Cháng’é (嫦娥) lived in ancient China.  Her husband received an elixir from a god.  One 

day, when her husband left home...

A thief sneaked into her 

bedroom...

Cháng’é has lived at the Moon Palace ever since, accompanied 

only by a rabbit.  She misses her friends and they miss her, too.  

Every year on the 15th day of the 8th month of the Chinese lunar 

calendar, people yearn for Cháng'é.  Usually family members get 

together to eat  moon cakes to clebrate the moment of reunion. 

Cháng’é swallowed the 

elixir to prevent it from 

being taken away...

Then her body became 

lighter and lighter and 

she flew to the moon...

2二



吴刚伐桂  Wú Gāng cutting the cinnamon tree

Wú G ng (吴刚) used to chop wood in mountians for living and he was an impatient 

person.  One of the ancient gods sent him to cut down a cinnamon tree on the moon, 

telling him that he could leave once he had cut down the tree.  The tree, however, grew 

quicker than he could cut it.

Do you think he has learned to be a patient person now?  By the way,  Wú G ng is a 

very funny guy.  You will see him very often in this book.  

      ( Mǎ Kè ) has just met         ( Cháng’é ) and          ( Wú G ng ) at the Moon Palace.   

Would you like to join them and find out what they are talking about?
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四

South Africa

 China： 9,671,017 km2  Australia：7,700,000 km2

 UK：244,820 km2   South Africa：1,219,912 km2

 USA： 9,826,630 km2   New Zealand：268,680 km2

 Canada：9,984,670 km2  India：3,287,590 km2

1.  Location and size

The United States of America

Canada
The United Kingdom

1.1 China

 China： 9,671,017 km2  Australia：7,700,000 km2

 UK：244,820 km2   South Africa：1,219,912 km2

 USA： 9,826,630 km2   New Zealand：268,680 km2

 Canada：9,984,670 km2  India：3,287,590 km2
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五

China
中国

1

2

6
8

9

14

3

11
13

4

5

7

12

10

Mǎ Kè, can you answer these questions?

1. What animal does China look like on the map?
2. The size of China is almost the same as that of which countries?
3. Can you name more than five neighbouring countries of China?
4. Why do China and the USA have similar weather?
5. When it is winter in China, what season is it in Australia and New  
    Zealand?

I'll try!

Australia

New Zealand1. Afghanistan
2. Bhutan
3. lndia
4. Kazakhstan
5. Kyrgyzstan

6. Laos
7. Mongolia
8. Myanmar
9. Nepal
10. Democratic People's Republic of Korea

11. Pakistan
12. Russia
13. Tajikistan
14. Vietnam

5



Lāsà

(Mongolian)

(Uyghur)

(Tibetan)

西安
Xī'ān

珠

Huáng Hé

河

黄
(Huí)

(Zhuàng)

Capital

Urban population

Legend

5-10 Million

Over 10 Million

1-5 Million
Below 1 Millon

2.  Population, ethnic groups, provinces and main cities 

 
 
 
 

Total population of China: 1.3 billion (2009 census)

Total number of ethnic groups in China: 56

Some main ethnic groups: Hàn, Mongolian,  Zhuàng, Miáo, Huí, Tibetan, Uyghur.

Total population of Hàn ethnic group: 1.1 billion

Chéngdū

Yínchuān

Lánzhōu

Wūlǔmùqí

Xī’níng

Hūhéhàotè

Kūnmíng

X
I N

J I A
N

G

X I Z A N G

Q I N G H A I

N I N G X I A

N
E

I M
E

N
G

G
U

S H A N X I

S I C H U A N

Y U N N A N

G U I Z H O U
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(Hàn)

Běijīng
北京

西安
Xī'ān

Chóngqìng

上海
Shànghǎi

Guǎngzhōu

香港
Xiānggăng

(Hong Kong)

           Táiběi

Zhū Jiāng
江

长
江

Cháng Jiāng

(Zhuàng)

Mǎ Kè,  do you know the answers to these questions?

Mmm, let me see…
1. What is the total population of China?
2. Can you name more than five cities in China 
    with more than 5 million people?
3. How many ethnic groups are there in China?
4. What are the names of the three main rivers in   
    China?

Total population of China: 1.3 billion (2009 census)

Total number of ethnic groups in China: 56

Some main ethnic groups: Hàn, Mongolian,  Zhuàng, Miáo, Huí, Tibetan, Uyghur.

Total population of Hàn ethnic group: 1.1 billion

Àomén(Macau)

Hángzhōu

Héféi

Fúzhōu

Nánchāng

Jǐnán

Zhèngzhōu

Wǔhàn

Chángshā

Hǎikǒu

Nánníng

Shíjiāzhuāng

Guìyáng

Tàiyuán

Shěnyáng

Chángchūn

Hāěrbīn

J
IA

N
G

X
I

F
U

J
IA

N

H U B E I

G
U A N G

D O
N G

HūhéhàotèN
E

I M
E

N
G

G
U

S H A N X I

G U I Z H O U

H
A

IN
A

N

G U A N G X I

H
U

N
A

N

T
A

IW
A

N

Z
H

E
J

IA
N

G

H E N A N

A
N

H
U

I

J I A N G
S U

S
H

A
N

D
O

N
G

S H A N X I

H E B E I

L I A O N I N G

J I L I N

H E I L O
N G
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八

3. The unique scenery of China

桂 林
Guìlín

少 林 寺
Shàolínsì

孔 雀
kǒngquè

大 熊 猫
dàxióngmāo

Mount Everest 

布 达 拉 宫

Bùdálāgōng

拉 萨
Lāsà

Mǎ Kè, what about these? I think I know!  Or I can find out.

1. What’s the highest mountain in the world and where is it?
2. Where do pandas live in China?
3. What do pandas eat?
4. Why are some pandas kept in reserved areas?
5. Where is the skull of the Peking man (Homo erectus pekinensis)  
    now?
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九

澳 门
   Àomén

   (Macau)

杭 州
Hángzhōu

长城
Chángchéng

北 京 人
Běijīngrén

(the Peking man)

孔 庙
Kǒngmiào

(the Confucius Temple)

东 方 明 珠
Dōngfāngmíngzhū

   维 多 利 亚 港
   Wéiduōlìyà Gǎng

  (Victoria Harbor)

兵 马 俑
Bīngmǎyǒng

 Běijīng
北 京

西安
  Xī'ān 上 海

Shànghǎi

香 港
   Xiānggǎng

  (Hong Kong)

台北
Táiběi
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十

Ancient languages Period  used Ancient format Modern format

Sumerian cuneiform 
script

3000 B.C. - 75 A.D.
not used anymore

Egyptian 
hieroglyphics

5000 B.C. - 200 A.D. not used anymore

Chinese 3000 B.C. - present 人  马  牛

1.  One of the oldest living languages in the world

In history, some languages were invented and used for a period of time.  Chinese was 
created in ancient times and it has been used since then.  However, its written format and 
pronunciation have evolved gradually over the centuries.

2.  Modern Chinese in the world

(1) Chinese has the highest number of speakers in the world.

Chinese is used in the following countries and places.  About 1.5 billion people speak 
Chinese in the world.

All speak Chinese
Partially speak Chinese

你好！

1.2 The Chinese language
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十一

 

Bienvenue
Welcome

Добро пожаловаmь
ابحرم

Bienvenido
欢迎光临

(2)  Chinese is one of the six working languages in the United Nations.

Along with Arabic, English, French, Russian and Spanish, speeches and documents 
are also  delivered in Chinese.

(3)  The number of people learning Chinese outside of China is continually increasing.        

2003

40,000,000

30,000,000
25,000,000

20,000,000

2004 2006 2009

3.  Chinese and some minority languages

Among the 56 ethnic groups in China, some have their own languages while others do 
not.  The Hàn, Tibetan, Mongolian, Huí, Korean and Uyghur are examples of groups 
that maintain their own ethnic languages.  The Chinese language was originally the Hàn 
people's language.  But today, many other ethnic groups in China speak Chinese, too.  
Chinese has become the national language.

Chinese  textbook Tibetan textbook
Korean textbook

Mongolian textbook Uyghur textbook

Français / French
English

Pусский / Russian
Arabic /  ية,العرب
Español / Spanish

中 文 / Chinese

Data Source: Education Ministry of China, State Language Commission, NOCFL, 
Xinhuanet.com, Chinanews.com
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十二

1. What are the six working languages of the United Nations?

2. There are many languages and dialects in China, but what is the official 
language?

3. The Chinese language has different names depending on where it is spoken.   
What is it called in mainland China, in Taiwan and in Singapore?

The Chinese language 
has only one written 
format; however, people 
from different areas 
in China pronounce it 
differently.  These different 
pronunciations are called 
dialects.

The map here shows what 
dialects are spoken in 
different areas of China.

(1)  Dialects

P t nghuà literally means“the commonly used language.        ”   It is known to the western 
world as Mandarin.  It is based on the dialect of northern China, and its pronunciation and 
grammar have been standardized so that all its speakers can understand each other well.  

P t nghuà is the official language in China, and it is also used in other countries. 

P t nghuà is called Guóy  in Táiw n, and Huáy  in Singapore and Malaysia. 

What we are learning in this textbook is P t nghuà (Mandarin), not any of the dialects.

Mǎ Kè,  here is the homework for you today.  Cool!

4.  Dialects and Putonghuà

(2)  Putonghuà (Mandarin)

Northern

Hakka

Wu

Cantonese

Min

Gan
Xiang
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十三

Ancient Characters Modern Characters

Bone-shell Script Metal Script Xiǎozhuàn Regular Script 
(traditional)

Regular Script 
(simplified)

Simplified regular script is used in mainland China while traditional regular script 
is used in Táiw n, Hong Kong, Macau and Chinese communities abroad.  Bone-
shell script and metal script shown in this book are to help you to understand 
and remember the regular script.

Chinese characters are the written formats of Chinese.  What is special about them?

It is believed that Chinese characters were invented some 3,600 years ago.  The earliest 
written formats unearthed are the ones shown below.  They were carved on ox bones, 
tortoise shells and metal. 

Chinese characters have been evolving gradually.  Here are some examples: 

馬 马
Shāng Dynasty

(1766 B.C.~1122 B.C.)
Zhōu Dynasty

(1122 B.C.~770 B.C.)
Hàn Dynasty

(206 B.C.~220 A.D.) Since January 28, 1956
Spring and Autumn Annals
(770 B.C.~476 B.C.)

1.3 Chinese characters

1.  The invention and evolution of Chinese characters

13



十四

3.  Characters are in “square” shapes

The letters which form English words are written in line from left to right; the strokes 
which form characters are arranged in an imaginary square.  This is challenging to do, 
but the result is beautiful. 

中 文 Chinese

中遍走 国 Traveling in China

你 好 Hello

再 见 Good-bye 

中

A stroke is a single pen movement from the point it touches the paper to where it is lifted.

Letters are the smallest elements of English words.  In the same way, strokes are the 
smallest elements of characters.

(2) What is  a Chinese character composed of?

Traveling in China
a    c    e    g    h    i    l    n    r    t    v 

(1) What is an English word made of?

2.  Characters are composed of strokes

a b

English words

Letters

Chinese characters

Strokes

国

a

b

走 遍
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十五

Which language is the easiest to guess just by looking at it?
What conclusion can we draw here?

4.  Chinese characters are basically ideograms 

Let's suppose that you do not know 
any of the following Romance 
languages.  Can you match these 
words with the pictures correctly?

soleil sol

cheval caballo

lune luna

brillant brillante

oiseau ave

poulet pollo

French Spanish
Ancient 
Format

Modern Formats

Traditional Simplified

1

4

2

5

3

6 鸡雞

马馬

鸟鳥

日

月

明

1

4

2

5

3

6

Now, let’s suppose that you do not 
know Chinese characters either.  
Can you match these words with 
the pictures correctly?
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十六

QUIZ

 Diary Friends Photos About me        Games/Quizzes More

你好 buddies!  Guess where I am and what I am doing!  At this moment I am on the moon!  I am 
looking at China from the Moon Palace!

A few days ago I saw some mysterious signs:                 .  I thought that they looked like the moon.  
So I flew here.         

Guess who I met here!  Cháng’é and Wú Gāng!  They told me that these signs were actually Chinese 
characters that mean "moon".  It’s so amazing!  Cháng’é and Wú Gāng are very kind.  They told me 
many things about China and the Chinese language.

走遍中国  中文  你好  再见
Can you say the following?

www.ChineseInFocus.com

ADD A COMMENT

ADD A COMMENT

ADD A COMMENT

马 女 月马 子 日
And these are a woman 
and a baby, right?

Wow, you are really 
good at this.

Wow! It really looks 
like a horse!

Yeah, and this is only 
an example.  Many 
Chinese characters look 
like real things.  They 
give you an idea of their 
meaning. We use strokes.  For 

example:

Are these the moon and 
the sun?

But how do you write 
them?

Oh, I see.

Right!

中

Jack

Mark

Mark

Mark

Jack Ann

Ann
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